NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER.

N

THE NEW YEAR.

FROM CUR DAILY PAPER OF JANUARY 1, IBGSO.

In obedience to time-honored custom, as well as
1o the dictates of our hearls, we offer to the readers
of our journal the sincerest compliments of the sea-
son—wishing them and theirs health and happiness.

It is the fashion of those who subject all ob-
servances to the utilitarian standard, to look with
coldness on the glee and merry-making which has
so long welcomed the return of the Christmas
holydays, and the advent of the New Year. In
this sentiment we cannot agree. For ourselves, we
confess that the morning’s discovery of the mid-
night pranks of old Santeclaus, the shouts of exult-
ing childhood, the greetings of acquaintances and
friends, the visit to the Presidential *mansion at
noon, the family gatherings round the paternal
table, and then the Jong cheerful evening, enlivened
with the sound of music and the intercourse ot the
light-hearied young, are all 10 us things welcome,
nay, in some sort, things sacred. Sacred from
early associations, and these of the pleasantest kind:
sacred from the gladsome effusions of poets, who
have felt in every age and Christian land the inspi-
ration of the theme; and doubly sacred as connect-
ing themselves with the progress of time, the re-
spousibilities of life, and the joyful prospects which
Christianity presents of a coming world. To ** be
merry and wise” is to be wise in the truest and the
pleasantest way. 'To the sacred desk, where it
appropriately belongs, we leave the task of eliciling
from the approach of a new, year thosé serious and
healthful reflections which it must ever awaken in
all right-minded men.

The Year so lately hailed the new is now the
old, and numbered with those before the flood.
Like Tiue, . '

* When in approgpch, behind he hides his wings,
And scems to creep, decrepit with his age ;
Behold him when passed by : what then is scon
But 'his broad pinione, swifter than the winds
And all mankind, in contradiction strong,
Rueful, aghast, cry out on his career.”

NEW YEAR'S DAY.

RECEPTION OF M. VON GEROLT, THE PRUS-
SIAN MINISTER.

M. Vox Gerort, Minister Resident of his Ma-
jesty the King of Prussia, was on Saturday (the
22d) presented to the President by the Secretary of
State. Upon delivering his letter of credence, he
made to the President the following address :

Mr. Paesivest: The King, my sovereign, has been
pleased 1o confer upon me again the honor of representing
his Majesty's Government near the Government of the United
States ; and to devolve upon me thereby the duty of cultivat-
ing the friendly relations and of promoting the many intei-
ests which have united the two countries since the formation
of this Government.

From year to year these interests have becoma more impor-
tant and intimate, in consequence of the increase of mutual
commerce, the progressive ewmigration from my country to all
parts of the United States, and the intercourse which so hap-
pily:exists betwoen the two countries, having for its object the
advancement of the arts and sciences and the improvement of
social institutions.

In presenting to your Excellency the credentials of my
Sovereign,, as his Minister Resident, I feel happy in thus be-
coming the interpreter of the feelings of high esteem which
his Majesty cherishes for your Excellency, and of his ardent
and sincere wishes for the welfare and prosperity of the Uni-
ted Stales,

To this address the PresipENT responded as

follows :

I have listened, sir, with satisfaction to the sentiments you
have just addressed to me in the name of the King of Prus-
sia, which are cordially reciprocated. And it affords me real
pleasure to recognise and to receive you as the representative
of his Majesty near the Government of the United States.
Your return hither, (in the same diplomatic eapacity which
you held on'a former occasion, with such advantage to the
general interests and good understanding of the people and
Governments of both pations,) whilst it gives assurance of the
continued confidence of your own, affords to this Government
an ample guaranty that nothing will be omitted on your part
to cultivate the best relations and to promote the special inte-
rests (alluded to by you) which combine to link the two coun-
tries in bonds of amity. You are already well and favorably
known in the Upitel States, and, in welcoming you back
again to Washington, I trust that your sojourn among us
may prove in every way agreeable.

RECEPTION OF THE BRITISH MINISTER.

Sir Hengry Lyrron Bunwer was presented to
the PREsiDENT, by the SECRETARY OF STATE, on
Monday, the 24th ultimo, at 2 P. M., as the En-

FROM OUR DAILY FAPER OF JANUARY 2, 1850.

A happy day was yesterday, apparently, for |
nearly the entire population, resident and tempo- |J
rary, of the City of Washington, Georgetown, and
the vicinage. The morning opened upon a sheet of
snow on the ground, with the cold down to 6
above zero, as we saw it at between six and seven
o'clock; but, as seen in different positions by
others, down to 4°, and perhaps in some positions
down to zero. A bright and unclouded sky during
the whole day was favorable to the round of visits
of civility and kindness.

The great cenire of attraction was of course the
President’s Mansion, in which the Presipent re-
eeived and returned, with his characteristic and
frank cordiality, the salutations of thousands of
visiters of both sexes and of all classes of society—
including the Heads of Departments, the Represen-
tatives of Foreign Powers,*Judges of the Supreme
Court, Senators and Representatives, and nearly all
the Military, Naval, and Civil Officers of Govern-
ment present in the city. The Music of the Ma-
rine Band, in full costume, assisted the harmony
of the scene, and through the judicious arrange-
ment of the Marshal of the District, the Captain of
the Auxiliary Guard, and other officers, notwith-
standing the multitude which poured into the build-
ing withont intermission for several hours, the
greatest gnod order generally prevailed. .

The Heads of Departments, the Mayor of the
City, and other Families, also received the com-
pliments of the season from numerous visiters.

THE EXTENT OF OUR COUNTRY.

It has been computed that the United States have
a frontier line of 10,750 miles, a sea coast of 5,430
miles, a lake coastof 1,160 miles. One of its
rivers is twice as long as the Danube, the largest
river in Europe. The Ohio is 600 miles longer
than the Rhine; and the noble Hudson has a navi-
gation in the “ Empire State” one hundred and
twenty miles longer than the Thames. Within
Louisiana are bayous and creeks, almost unknown,
that would shame, by comparison, the Tiber or
Seine. The State of Virginia alone is one-third
larger than England. The State of Ohio contains
three fhousand square miles more than Scotland.
The harbor of New York receives the vessels that
navigate rivers, canals, and lakes to the extent of
three thousand miles, equal to the distance from
America to Europe. From the capital of Maine to
the « Crescent City™ is two hundred miles further
than from London to Constantinople, a route that
would cross England, Belgium, a part of Prussia,
Germany, Austria, and Turkey.

Our InTERcOURSE wiTH OTHER NaTioxs.—The
annuneiation in the President’s Message that we
are at peace withall nations, and desire to preserve
amity with them, is displeasing to those who have
been endeavoring to bring Great Britain and the
United States into collision about Tiger Island, or
the ship canal across the Isthmus; and the Secre-
tary of State and the whole Cabinet are denounced
as pusillanimous bunglers. We have no doubt that
War with England, with or without cause, would
be refreshing to some discontented spirits who can-
not endure the * piping times of peace ;" but we
are thankful that we have a Presirxt and Cani-
~ET who have more discretion than to be influenced
by idle elamor, and who study the real interests of
the country, regardless of denunciation and abuse.

of Great Britain.
‘delivery of his letter of credence with the sub-

feel that 1 come as a foreigner to a foreign land.
speak the same language, spring from the same race, and
seem especially entrusted by Providence with the same glori-

voy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary
The Minister accompanied the

oined remarks :
Srn : I need not say that it gives me the sincerest gratifi-

cation to be the bearer of the credentials which I have just
had the honor of placing in your hands.

Permit me to say, that in coming to your country 1 do not
Our nations

ous task of illustrating the Anglo-Saxon name, by extending
the best interests of civiliza'ion through two great divisions of
he world.

I have an entire confidence, sir, that our two Governments
will act with the most perfect concord in carrying out this
great design ; and, for my own part, I unfeignedly assure you
that I could not have a duty more congenial to my feelings
than that of cultivating the most intimate and friendly relations
between the Queen, my Sovereign, and that great Republic
of which you are the worthy and distinguished President.

To these observations the PresipENT replied in

the following terms :

Sin: [ am much pleased to receive from your hands the
letter of Her Majesty, your Sovereign, which accredits you
as the Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of
Great Britain near the Government of the United States,
and I cordislly welcome you, in that high character, asa
filend.

Beyond the identity of origin, language, and daties, o ap-
propriately alluded to by you as connecting our respective
countries, there is much, sir, in their present relations cal-
culated to impart unusual interest to your mission. That
the best plans for extending the blessings of peace, commerce,
and civilizatlon may be executed by our perfect concord, is
my most earnest wish ; and the confidence you have express-
ed that the two nations will act in concert and harmony, in
all wise and well-directed efforts for the accomplishment of
such objects, is accepted by me in the wordial and sincere
spirit in which it has been proposed by you.

I hope, sir, that your residence in this country may prove
as agreeable to you, personally, as you have given me good
reason for believing that it will be honorable and advantageous
both to Great Britain and Americn.

THE PACIFIC MAILS.

The repeated errors of a portion of the press,
touching the transporiation of the mails between
New York and San Francisco and Oregon, incul-
pate most unjustly, as we understand, the Post Of-
fice Department of the United States. The Head
of that Department'and his indefatigable associates
have exerted their utmost efforts to secure the faith-
ful performance of the various contraets with the
Government of New Grenada and with individuals,
and have not failed to employ all discretionary pow-
ers 10 dispatch the mails with proio ptitude and se-
curity. Among other mistakes, we are authorized
to state that the allegation of the Editor of the
« Panama Echo,’ charging that certain draughts of
the American Consul, Mr. NELsox, have been dis-
honored at the Department, is entirely incorrect.
Inasmuch, however, as the Consul assumed to pay
to the Government of New Grenada for the trans-
porting the mails across the lsthmus a sum be-
yond the allowance stipulated in the Postal Treaty,
the excess is held for consideration in the final set-
tlement of his accounts. .

The I'ullowing editorial notices appeared in the
« Panama Echo’ of the 8th December and in the
s Star" of the 4th :

«The mails for California would have been detained here,
had not Cap'. .\ch'u.w, Postal Agent from Washington,
been present and expedited their transmission. Capt. Me-
Lean superintended the transportation of the last mails from

The Union says that the dispute abeut the canal |
4 is as good as settled,” und we have no doubt that

the affair of Tiger lsland will be as easily and as |
amicably adjusted, notwithstanding the efforts which |

Chagres to this place, and they were brought over in five
df;ys. We undorstand that Capt. McLean giving his gua-
ranty for the reimbursement of the funds, Mr. Nelson again
advanced the money for the California mails, (sixty-two bags
of mail matter, and 25,000 letters!) and they were placed |

are being made to produce excitement, and to em- | on the steamship ¢ California,’ which sailed last Thursday for

broil the two nations in war. It would be wiser

10 direct the whole of our attention, at the present |

moment, to the adjustment of home difficulties, in-
stead of seeking a foreign war.—Ball. Clipper,

The London Times, commenting on the narra-

tion of Sir James Ross, of the proceedings of the |

recent Arctic Expedition, says:

“*Such and #o grea' are the perils of the Arctic Seas. Of
what avail can it be to hazard sny more lives in such u te-
gion *  We do not speak of any rational precautions that may
be taken to convey assistance to Sir Jonx Fraswriy acd lis
party. Il any further schome can be devised likely to be at-
tended with practiesl benefit 1o the missing expedition, by all
means let it be carried out. But when this question shall
have been set gt rest jorever—as we hope by the return of the
gu'lant Fracklin and Lis companions—Ilet us Lear no more of
arctic expeditions. Enough, and more than encugh, has al-
ready been done.  We trust that every Government will for
the future discountenance such mad attempts, which are pro-
ductive only of a great waste of money, and, of what is of far
more importance, of much and useless sacriice of valuable
lives.  In how much better a situation would the world have
been at the present moment had the money and life wasted
upen these mad expeditions been devoted to a more rational
method of efficting the same objects! Suppose, for a mo-
ment, the available means wested upon arctic voyages had
been spent upon opening a psssage through tbe [sthenus of
Panama !” 3

| their place of destination.

**The reception of the mail from San Francisco has also
been arranged for by Capt. McLean, who will send it to the
U'nited States, and make, we hope, an arrangement for more
regularity in its fulure transmission.
| *Capt. McLean deserves the thanks of the American peo-
ple for the promptness and energy with which he has acted
in this matter, and we trust that his services will not go un-
| requited by the American Government,
| 7 *The mails which are now going up to San Franciseo
have been brought here by the indomitable perseverance of
Capt. McLean from New York in sixteen days, will reach
Ban Francisco in vonty pays—the shortest trip ever made
Glory enough for ope day !”

Georeia.—The spirit of improvement which we
have frequently noticed as having manifested itself
in Georgia has caused ‘the erection of four new
towns in the southwestern portion of that State :
Bristol, Montezuma, Oglethorpe, and Cuyler,

Conngeriox.—An error bappened in the Report of the
Sceretary of the Interior, as printed in our paper of Tuesday
week, which is worthy of correction. It occurs in the fifth

printed instead of the words ** pacific action.”

AN ALLEGED DEFALCATION.

The following, from the New York Evening
Post, contains more particulars thanany other state-
ment that we have seen of a rumor which has cir-
culated for a day or two past, but of which we our-
selves know no more than is published in the news-

papers: .
FROM THE NEW YORK EVENING POST.

Tax Arreeen Derarcarion.—The citizens of New York
will read with astonishment and sorrow the following para~
graph, which appears in the Philadelphia North American of
this morning :

Wasuisaron, Decexnen 27, 1849,

The accounting officers of the Treasury have rr;r»amd
Proseen M. Wersone, late Navy Agent of the United
States at New York, to the Solicitor of the Treasury, as a de-
faulter in the enormous sum of Five Huxpuen ann Firry-
e168T Tovsaxp Dorrans, and have recommended that pro-
secution shall be commenced against him forthwith. In con-
sequence of this report and recommendation instiuctions have
been issued from the Department to Prescott Hall, District
Attorney of New York, to institute immediate proceedings
aguinst the alleged delinquent.

The bulances against Mr. Wetmore have, it is reported,
been accumulating throughout the entire term of the late Ad-
ministration. The surety in his official bond is only thirty
thousand dollars.

As might be expected, great sensation is felt in cireles
where it is known at this extraordinary disclosure.

[The above comes to us from a very reliable source ; but,
from our own knowledge and his high public position, we
have so long been accustomed to regard Mr, Wetmore as a
most worthy and estimable gentleman, that we cannot but
express a confident hope that the alleged deficit will in some
way be satisfactorily explained.—Eds, North Amer.]

Those who know Mr. Wetmore (says the Post) will put
1o faith in this charge, so far as it affects that gentleman’s
moral obligations to his Government, until it is confirmed
from more authentic sources. Meantime, we have no hesi-
tation in expressing our conviction that the whole spirit of the
ahove paragraph is calumnious.

It is well known that the Navy Agent has a salary for spe-
cific services defined by law. Since the passage of that law
additional duties have been imposed upon the agent at this
port, for which we have understood he claims commissions.
For example, the funds for the construction of the Apalachi-
cola dry dock, also for the lines of ocean steamers leaving this
city, have been disbursed at their agency.

As to the propriety of Mr. Wetmore’s claim we have no

opinion, nor is there at present any occasion to express one.
He asserts such a claim, and we take it for granted that when
it has been legally determined that such claim is invalid, he
will be prepared to respond faithfully to this Government for
all which it claims from him.
Precisely the same claim has been made by Mr. Hall, the
Navy Agent at Boston, which is now in litigation, and by
the decision of which we understood that the Becretary of
the Treasury had agreed to abide.

The amdunt stated by the Philadelphia paper is all wrong.
We have good grounds for'believing that the deficit does not
exceed $40,000. ;

Since writing the above, we have been gratified by receiv-
ing the following note from Mr. Wetmore, which confirms
our impressions :

A CARD.

A rumor from Washington is announced by telegraphic
dispatch in the morning papers, aflecting the integrity of a
Iate agent of the Government in this city. As this ramor
undoubtedlyapplies to myself, I beg leave to say to the pup-
lic and my friends, that I have furnished legal vouchers to
the proper officers of the Government for all my expenditures,
the examioation of which has not yet been completed. My
accounts, therefore, are still open for adjustment. The dif-
ferences arising between the Department and myself are pre-
cisely like those which have occurred and still exist between
the Department and other of its agents.

The amount in dispute is a limited one, and consists of
charges for disbursements during the late war, entirely out of
the usual province of the Navy Agency. Whatever balance
may be found to be due the Government en the final audit of
my aceounts, will be promptly paid.

PROSPER M, WETMORE.

New Yorxk, December 28th, 1849,

The New York Courier gives the following
statement of the cage :

** We understand that the case is simply this : The Navy"
Agents receive a fixed salary, for the performance of certain
specified duties ; disbursing the moneys of the Government
for certain purposes, &e. which are distinctly specified.
That service is paid for by the salaries they receive.

¢ During the late war with Mexico, and subsequently, a
great variely of extra business has been committed to their
hands. ‘They bave been required to act for other stalions, to
discharge the duties of Pension Agents, to disburse moneys
for the Ocean steamers, &c. ; duties which do not come within
the specifications of the law in regard to their office. And
for this service they claim extra pay.

‘¢ The cortectness of the claim can of course only be tested
by law, and for the purpose of testing it suit was commenced
in Boston against the Navy Agent there, and it was under-
stood that the decision of the Courl in that case was to decide
all the rest. After it had been thus ascertained what charges
could be legally made, Mr. Wetmore could have wnade out
his account with the Government, The Government, it
seems, has seen fil 10 commence suil against him for the
whole amount of money sent to him during the last quarter,
without, in the first instance, deducting even the dishurse-
ments for which they held vouchers. These, however,
will be deducted, and from the balance, stated at about
$200,000, are to be deducted Mr. Wetmore's charges, to the
amount fixed by the decision ot the legal tribunalk. After
this has been ascertained, Mr. Wetmore assures the public
and his friends * whatever balance may be found to be dueto
the Government will be promptly paid ;' ard the public has
no reason o doubt that the pledge was made in good faith,
and that it will be amply and satisfactorily redeemed.”

The Journal of Commerce understands the case as the Cou-
rier does, viz. that this $558,025 98 is the whole amount of
public moneys received by Mr: Wetmore during the past quar-
ter that he was in office, without any deduction for his very
large disbursements during the same period, ef which the
vouchers have been forwarded to Washington,. and are doubt-
less in possession of the Treasury Department.”

[t may be o, (¥ays the Express,) but we are assured, per-
haps incorrectly, that no such sum was received during the
last quarter of service, and consequently that thenon-payment
of accounts goes back beyond that period.

MINING IN CALIFORNIA,

Mr. James B. Huie, who went to California in
command of one of the Louisville (Ky.) companies,
writes home that he is carrying on the auetion and
commission business in fan Franeiseo, and is well
pleased with his prospects. He says there are
many ways for making money. Working in the
mines, however, ig not advisable for those unaccus-
tomed to hard labor and exposure. “ About one in
ten make a fortune in the mines. None of his
acquaintances had made more than expenses.
Many who are sick are seeking employment in the
towns, and wish to return home. 'Fhe steamers
leaving for the United States are crowded with
panenfrs. and so great was the anxiety to get off
that tickets often sold at an advance of from $200
to $300.

WiISTER ARRANGEMENT 0oF THE CUNArRD STEAM-
Ers,—We are to have but one steamer in every
two weeks during the winter and early part of

gpring. The arrangement is as (oliows :
FOR LIVAREOOL.
America. .. .for Boston.. ..., Saturday... ... December 15,
Canada.. ... for New York. . .aﬂtl.lfdljf ..... . December 29,
Niagara .. ..for Boston...... Saturday. .. ... January 12.
Europa. .. .. for New York.. Saturdey .. ... January 26.
America. . . .for Boston...... Baturday...... February 9.
Cunada, . . ..for New York.. Saeturday...... February 28,
FROM AMERICA,
Hibernia. .. .from New York, . Wednesday . . . . December 28,
America. .. .from Boston ..., Wednesday. ... January &
( Canada. . ... from New York. . Wednesday , . .. lanuarp 23.
| Niagora .. ..trom Boston , ... Wednesday. . . . Februngy 6.
Europa..... from New York. . Wednesday. . .. Febrgary 20.
America. . .. from Boston. . ... Wednesday. . .. March 6.

Canada. . ... from New York. . Wednesday . . . . Miach 20.

Peniis or Exrnxse Rivine.—Mr. Calhouny the United
States Mail Agent, who bhad charge of the expiress to carry
the President’s messnge to Boston, over the New Haven,
Springfie!d, and Worcester roads, liad two natrow cacapes. At

forty five miles an hour, ran of the track, aod made sad havoe of
1he road for some distarce, but providentially no one was io-
jured, and the locomotive so littla damaged that after a delay
of forty. five minutes it was at work again. At Warren, (Mass.)
\'ﬁh going nt the same rate, the engine again ran off the

tack, and a detention wns thereoy caused of an hour and
thirty minutes. Notwithstanding these accidents and delays,

paragraph from the end, where the word ** pacification” ia ltha message was delivered iu Boston before 6 A, M., the run-

ping time throughout averaging forty-five miles per hour.

| We congratalate the Board on the successful termization of | ' re-establish him in soslety, because there siandsthe Snding

Wilden (Conn.) the locomotive, while gaing ata speed of |

THE TEXAS BOUNDARY.

—_—

FROM THE NEW YORK EXPEESS.

Rare events are occurring in the legislative pro-
ceedings of Texas, a5 will be seen eﬁy the news
from that quarter. The Government of New Mex-
ico is to be invaded vi e/ armis, and Texas is to
withdraw from the Union, or her Senators and Re
resentatives from Congress, if New Mexico is a
mitted as a State by Congress. ‘I'he Rio Grande
is urged as the rightful boundary of the State of
Texas upon the plea of conquest.

Now, it is known, well known, that the Territo-
ry of New Mexico was never successfully invaded
by Texas. Gen. GreeN, who has recently written
a letter claiming the resolutions of Texas, in 1836, as the
cause of the war with Mexico, (those resolutions claiming
the Rio Grande as a boundary,) was with Gen. Fisuxs, who
commanded the Texan force in the famous Mier expedition.
They penetrated as far as the town of Mier, on the Rio
Grande, where they were all taken prisoners by Gen. Avru-
p1a. This is the way, und the only way Texas conquered the
couniry on the lower part of the Rio Grande. It was in the
same way that New Mexico was conquered three years be-
fore, in the Santa Fe expedition under McLzon. His entire | crossed the Atlantic : it is on the American shores that the
force was also captured by the Mexicans. Texas never made | true philosopher must come to study the life and the growth
any other attempt to establish her authorily above Red river, | of the largest empire now existing.
or the latitude 34°, yetshe claimed 42°, find this is the claim| “‘Intheold world nations employed many centuries to attain
Mr. PoLk enforced by war. grandeur and civilization ; the American empire has become
The claiming of such a boundary as the Rio Grande by |8reat and civilized in less than a century. Washing.
Texas in 1836 was nothing remarkable. Flushed with the | %on brings to mind Rome. Not that the seven hills are to
vietory of Ban Jueinto, the Texans expected to fight their | P §een, but because in this vast area a few houses are scat-
way up to such boundary. The iniquity of the thing was on | ' here and there. But while the voids in Rome result
the part of our Government in assuming that they bad doge | from I.he ravages of time, ond are covered with ruins, the
80, when it was notorious that they had been totally defeated, | Y0id8 in Washington are those of a virgin soil ; and, while
in all their attempts to conquer the portions of Tamaulipas, | ¥eY day increases the remains of Rome, every day fills
Coabuils, Chihushus, snd New Mexico which they had [ Pace marked by the foresight of the founder of Washington.
covered by their paper boundary. “True it is, St. Peter's is larger than the American Capitol,
The part of New Mexico east of the Rio Grande, all of [ but St Peter's was the last effoit of the Roman power, dwin-
which Texas has the assurance to claim, has a population of dling 1"". lhe hands of a Pope. b
some eighty thousand, and Texas, by her mere volition, con-| **T'he institutions that made Rome great could alone keep it
trary to law and right, undertakes to force these people, with | % As long as those institutions were supported on the
all the territory occupied by them, within her own borders. | 1arge basis of the people the Roman, empire stood ; but it va-
Justice forbids the consummation of such an outrage. cillated and fell when the republican institutions became eor-
Upon this subject we find a letter from California, written | F9Pted, when power passed into a tyrant’s hands.
by Taoxas J. Greex, giving an aecount of the country. In ‘In all new countries men are nearly of equal strength.
the course of his letter Gen. Green makes it his boast that he, [ Ty have similar wants, they have similar passions. Insti-
being a member of the Texan Legislature in 1836, **solitary | tutions do not destroy strength, wants, and passions, but de-
and alone,” and against the advice of his friends, introduced velop and _"’8“‘“9 them, Solong as America remains faith-
the law fixing the boundary of Texas upon the Rio Grande, | ful to her institutions, so long will she prosper.
in accordance with the treaty of Santa Anna made after the ‘At the opening of a new session I was anxious to ob-
battle of San Jacinto, and which was never ratified, He says | %erve the workings of these institutions. I do not know, nor
s ) care to know, what has been written from Washington by
«tThe authority of this law, ss President Polk stated in | Y*"O4* correspondents I_”l“"l“'_g to different parties, but that
all his messages to Congress, that caused him to order Gen. during twenty days of inorganization so much order should
Taylor to the Rio Grande in defence of said boundary. That | have reigned, although the lower Chamber was presided over
move brought on the war, and the war gave us California. | only by a Clerk, is to me a subject of admiration. The de-
Should this reminiscence escape the oesi of egotism, it will | iherations were steady and comparatively calm, considering
::o]f;:t:;:f’,d,,“' of the old adage that “tall osks from little} ) ooy cuestions that were agitated. A Speaker becoming

. f a candidate in one night, obtaining one hundred and twelve
Gen. Grenx hote'claims for himeelf that we ows the a0-| .00y o0y filling suddenty 1o ihie ground, as'well sa sums
quisition of California to him ; that it was a consequence of angry words spoken in the heat of debate, were mere trifles
claiming the Rio Grande as the boundary of Texas ; that if| *

Texas had only cleimed what she had actually conquered, and Whea opmpered fo wimg, jpesess ‘i anollier Tepablio ‘on| the
g ooyt other side of the Atlantic.

what were her original limits, Mr, Polk could not have bronght |~ . Americans are evidently made for self-govenment, and

on the war by enforcicg such claims ; that the great majority & 3

5 the last twenty days passed in an abnormal state support this
of the T'exan Congress were not at first disposed to assertany | . . v 3 ;
. tTad ame;
such elaims, but that he persuaded themy to it. We do not b ot Sndoritad e Gegaight of the fracum of the

mean to argue this question bere, but the letter proves what conatitution, who placed the seat of the empire far from the

. : operaion of a mob. Had the Congress been held in New
we have often asserted, that the annexation of T'exas brought York, Paris, or London, it would g ave been impossible o

on the war with Mexico.

A VIEW OF CONGRESS,

FROM THE NEW YORK JOURNAL OF COMMERCE,

That the annexed letter may be properly appre-
ciated, we take the liberty 1o g;y th?n 5’ i-fm:l;plha
Beu of a distinguished French gentleman, who has

een brought to this country by a desire to stud

the character of our institutions and people, as vnﬁ
as in furtherance of certain scienuific enterprises
which he is prosecuting with great zeal, and with
encouraging prospects of success. On his relurn
to France it is his intention, we believe, to publish

umes, in which case we may expect a work of greai
interest and value :

“ Wassninaron, Decenper, 1849,
“ Here } am, in the American capital. Washington is the
head of an empire larger than that of the Romans, who filled
the world with their renown. The modorns hasten to visit
the remains of the great republics of antiquity : they go
among the ruine of palaces, of columas, of triamphal’ arches,
and meditate on the instability of human grandewr. Such
meditations are rather meditations on death than life. The
torch of civilization has left the Roman world ; civilization has

; Sl _ . | prevent the mob from assembling around the building, and
_ The following is an extract from a Letter which | the deliberations would have been influenced by the'pressure
is L{mblrshed in the Philadelphia Public Ledger,| from without.

under date of ¢ Indeed, the membeis went to Congress as te a-scientific
A bill to organize the counties of Presidia; El Paso Eecting’ Whey Melcily I Wow Nidinumese o waty oot s
Worth, and Santa Fe has already passed the Senate, and ]9"’ mu:l onded by organizing the l:l‘"“”' To an unpreju-
will pass the House in a few days. These counties lie on the | diced mind, the calm and perfect quietness of all the-citizens
Rio Grande. Their positions are indicated by their names. | of the Union during that little struggle, shows the marked
Worth lies ketween El Fflﬂ and Santa Fe. The people of | gifference between the United States and European: Govern-
Presidio and Bl Paso have been, for some time past, impa-| 0o e Pregident wailed patiently the organization of

tient te have tleir counties organized, and no obsfacles are ; : g 7
expected to be encountered in fha urg';ni.nlinn of mm. As the House, and the country did the same ; so| certain aze the

to the county of Santa Fe, it may be otherwise. The act for | Americans- that they are masters of themselves, and that the
their organization provides that a Commissioner shall be ap- | noble and gigantic structure of the vesszel of State cannot be
pointed, whose duty it shall be to proceed, without delay 10| wrecked on.a grain of sand.”

have the lines run, eleetion precincts laid off, and elections
for county officers holden. The Governor will bs authorized
and required to call out a-sufficient force to put down ary op-
position that may be met with. i
Tlere are some few bloods of the Soath Carolina breed in YROM THE MOBILE REGISTER OF DECEMBER:IB.

the Legislature. A reselution was introduced into the House | The New Otleans-abduetion papers—the Picay-
a few duys ago, requesting our Representatives and Seaators | une, Delta, &c.—express unqualified digsatisfaction
in Congress lo quit their seats in case a Delegate from Santa | with the finding of the Gyand Jury in this case.
Fe should be admitted to a seat there. It gave rise to & warm They believed last summer that a very proper ab-

debate. A substitute was-offered to appoint a committee to z 2 3
draught a remonstrance to the United States. 'The diseussion ductior: had taken place ;. they proved it 1o their en-

was closed by a reference of thewhole matter to a committee. tire satisfaction, and‘they are astonished that right-
Nothing of the sort above related will pass. . There is| minded men should by any possibility think ‘otheswise now.
scarcely one Senator who would véte for either proposition. | e refugal of the Grand Jary to find a true bill does not'satis-

They are de'ermined that Texas shall not be guilty of any ,
blusier or gasconade. The 'Funliou which we have oecupied | ¥ them. They have accordingly entered the @rmnd Jury

since annexation is dignified and worthy of an independent | room, nodwithstanding the seal of secrecy by wikich, aceord-
State, which had so recently laid aside her crown, Weshall| ing lv cvery rule of reason and propriety, their proceedings
nit anticipate the action of Gengress or the Executive by a | should he profected from public or private serwling, and,
parade of whatwe will do in case the United States so signally having eviscerated its doings, they parade the -esult in their

violate our rights and their own faith, No memorials will be g ety
addressed to Congress ; no instructions ever will be given to columns to prove that, asthe jury were equolly divided in

our Senators ; but we will go about the erganization of the | opinion, one-half in faver and:the other opposad te finding a
county of Santa Fe. If thepeople of Santa Fe resicty they | true bill, its action neutralizes-iteslf, and leavcs the abduction
will be whipped in, If the United States troops oppose us, | ag it wae last summan :

Averix Crrr‘, Decrmnzn 10, 1849,

THE REY AFFAIR.

the results of his observations in a volume or vol- |

DEATH ov THE PROPHET or THE “ MILLERITES.”

Mr. Wissaax Muszs died at his homein Komp-
ton, Washington county, (N. Y.) on the 20th

instant, 68 years. Mr. MiLLer was a native
of Pittsield, (Mass.) and during the last war with
England served as a Captain of Volunteers on the

Northern frontier. He began to speak in public
assemblies upon the subject of the Hilhlniﬁ‘ll:in
1833, and in the ten years which preceded the time
which he had set for the confirmation of all pro-
phecy, he labored assiduously in the Middle and
orthern States, averaging, it is said, nearly one
sermon a day for more tham half that period, He
was uneducated, and not la\rsely in even the
common English commentaries; his views were
absurd, and supported but feebi'y ; yet he succeeded,
in building up a sect of some thirly or forty thou-
sand disciples, which disappearedd rapidly afler the
close of the « day of probation” i1 1843, after which
time Mr. Miller himself did not ofien advocate or
defend his views in public,
———
A CARD FROM Mr. WM. J. BROWN.,

The Tndiana State Sentinel publishes the follow-

Browx to his immediate eonstiluents :
A CARD,
To the Editors of the State Sentimel.

Grexrusmsx © Boclosed is a card whiich'T pablistein the
Union in relation to the late contest for i3peaker. It speaks
for itself. T osk you to publish if, witkx: the speech of Mr.
Wilmot. It explains the circumetances uider which ¥ was
voted for as Speaker. I decldred to the F.ree-Soil men that
if elected T would appeint Commiitees off 1t e Judiciary, the
District of Columbis, and on Territories comp osed of able and
impartial members from both the North and + the South, who
would ‘act fairly and not stifle the public voiee by refusing to
report upon the important questions of slavery . that might be
presen! . !
Thi#declaration, made in good faith and all candor, has
been denounced by Southern men as trenchery of ¢ he blackest
character. From this charge I appeal to my e mstituents
and to the freemen of the Northern States. ©Ought I to have
done otherwise? I had rather been defeated with 1t 1¢ vote I
received than to have been elected under a pledge to pack
the committees for the benefit of the slaveholding int ‘rest of
the South.
But the time has come when the North wilt no lomge 'rbow
the neck toslaveocracy of the Bouth. Iam dore. Sheey 'NNOE
be eatisfied with a moderate and conservative support, but
you must become the defender of her institotions. If You
doubt or falter, you are denounced us a traitor, and witl 18
lordly arrogance you are told that they will dissolve'the Unio. -
Their eourse of conduct has fully determined me never agai @
to be a candidate for: Congress, My consciency tells me , [
have done right, and I know'a generous and confiding con-
stituency will sustain my course.
WM. J. BROW,

———

FROM NEW MEXICO.

COMRESPONDENCE DF THE 5T, LOUIS REFUBLIOAS:
Sanra Fe, (N. Mi) Ocr. 28, 1348; '

Colonel Mexnox, our new Governor and military com=""
mandant,. arrived with his reinforcements on the 228 uitime;-
and has-assumed the command in this Territory. Too short’
a time-has yet passed to form an opinion as to his fitness for -
the post he occupies, but almost the first acl,.as commander
of the forces, has been one which has met with universad ap--
probation; except among the officers of the army: affected by -
it. M kas ordered all the troops in the Territory lo remain’
in if.
The Governor has uléo assigned the troops to posts whick .
he deems important to be occupied, and, with sctivity' and
vigilinoeron their part, much may be done towards the eup—=
p;e;n'nn of outrages, such as we have been suffering from
of late.
The Colone!'bas also expressed his intention not to inter-
fere in the civil administration of the Territory as found by ¢
him upon his entrance, but to give it all-that support whick
it may. require at his hands.

Immediately upen the regeption of intelligence of the fate
of Mr. White’s party, and the carryingioff of his lady and
child, the citizens of the city teok steps to secure her ransom.
The generous hearted Avsnzx at once offered one thousand
dollars as a reward for her redemption, and measures were ta-- -
ken to send outPueblo Indians, who are wequainted with the -
haunts of the Apaches who have her in caplivity, to treat with
her captors for herrelease. An express from the Hon, Judge. -
Bravsigx, of Taos, gives information of the direction taken
by the Apaches with their captives, and hopes are entertain-
edithal-the lady and child may yet be restoced to their friends..
g

SUPREME: COURT OF THE UNITED STATES.

Fiivar, Decexner 28, 1849, ;

Laxax D Sricxxer, Esq., of Indianas, J. Scorr Rica-
wax, Esq., of lows, snd Lvmax Suxnwoon, Esq., of New-
Yok, wereadmitted Attorneys and Counsellors of this Court.
No. 247. Andrew Irvin, appellant, vs..William'S. Parham
eiul, on appeal from the Circuit Court of the United States .
for Louisians. :

On the motion of Gen. Hexpxusox this.appeal wasdocket-
ed and dismissed with costs. 2

No. 55. The United States, plointiffin error, vs. McKean
Buchanan. The argument of this cause was continued by
Me. Grurarr for the plaintiff in error, snd by Messrs. Wisana.
rox and Daxras for the defendant in ervor.

we submit.  We donot profess-to be able to whip the United
States, were we ever so much di d to do so. We have no
desire to embroil the North with the Bouth. ’ ;
fire the first gun in & war which, if it do come, wilt aweep | Jury, which, let it be rememzbered, does not puss upon the

over these broad States-as fire sweeps over our prairie lande. | guilt or innocence of the accusod. The law, [eem its tender

If, in the end, (for T'exas will be dnlibonmg.? the United States | recard for life and liberty, and; to protect men. from malicious 3
repudiate our title to Santa Fe, Texas will put on har crown proseoutions, provides: that ».mon charged with erime shal’:y

again. And if they choose thus to steep their violated faith :
in the blood of Texans, .they- ean have the doing of it have the finding of .twelve taen, decliring cmoath that thercs

But no fears are entertained here upon the subjecs ; we are | is probable causc for believing him guilty of tlse charge pre -
as confident as men can be- of any future event, thot our title | farred, before be can be called on o answasit. The actic
to Santa Fe will be recognised without much moradelay. | of 140 Grand Junry is not wirial, nor has. it ang of the charag:

The insuguration of owr present Governor eleet, P. H.| . . . i :
Bell, will not take place till the $1st instant. It is expected | '¢7is¥ics of & tr'al, for it frequently takes cognizance of tua|

that new life and much viger will be inspired inio our State | d¢iogs of a rog-a when ke is in blissful igaswance of its pro-,
Administration by that event, That Mr. Bell is a.man to be | coedings. Iis aots are evcparg. It heas only the evideage
de]::!ndeddupo'n indan elwgcn'l:y is certain ; that. he \:ill not | fug the prosecution. Bat/undér the seal of secrecy, to which

rashly and inconsiderately make an emergency ‘s ne less so, | : p
A’hill to quiet land lil{ho‘n the Rio Grande hes been in- i mangiars .‘":.‘wnm’ ftchod u?plorl?ﬂp;:ln;l verg\;t:n:gl:
troduced. The survey and patenting of lands weet and north | 0¥ the examination of 3.chazge in ali its Jnarings. e
of the Nueces will be suspended until the next Legislature | bers are requized, by tieir baths, to disclose to each other
very thing ‘heyknown as 9 the guilt of the accused :.and

shall convene.
IRON FOR EXTBNDING THE OHIO . EAILROAD, [*eh informeson thus gisemcomes with the suthority o%testi-
mony en oath, and is-a0. regarded.

We are authorized by Twomas Swaxw, Héq., President : o :
of the Baltimore andGhio Rallrosd, to publish the fotlowingy & 570 juor whaknews bfs duty SesbENE Foqulis ae oy
Telegraphic despatch from T. W. Ward, fq., attorney of . - A e A
the Meesrs. Barings, of London, laid before the committee on “Pﬂ; 'I"s ‘; found .';:du:" of f:gt‘ x lhi al.. ‘II:“:D‘: n::.ﬁ;;
construction of the Baltimore and Ohio Ruilroad Compeay | 197V i PR I:S}‘;l‘}tlﬂ & ‘“: . 'I’ "
this morning, announcing the gratifying isteiligence that the virtu; of ﬂ""_ﬁ?‘lm‘:ﬁ ; p i bll"." w’.l e :“ui'l:lﬂ with::;
contract for the fuenfy-three thousand tonz.of iron, required :lh“t' a\g. r.i i 'um;r:;m t; I:p :: :::]’c;: n’:. 3his will ooka
for the extension of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad fom | 47 0 RN -h:'l e sabanded thst the ailoh ok a
Cumberland to Wheeling, has been closed on terms which f.u CYETTIN, . M Vi BNRE D) impartisl - triak uj
cannot fail to prove satésfactory +|jury of twelve mem, the rieuilt of sm impurtisl triml, upew
o Boorisr, Dipnstnan 31 1548 hearirg-of both,sides, we entitled: to no more cmado‘uu_a_-n
«“T) Thomas Swamn, Esq . The N'm'r'aﬂ i \I'm.de < .Zi“ than the finding of .,' & tine bill" " by lwe!w mmnstandll!_ in
pounds ten. [ will write by mail with. particulars. the Grand Jury box? And yst, sccording 1o the A<
“T. W. W.a” of the Picaxune, the onesheuld: neutralize the.other. The
The purchaee is made with tha. bonds of the Company. | iSmPphont aequitial of gman.in.open court cannat be gloaded

3

That no sound reasoning can lead to such = sesult, will be

-

of the Grand Jury pronoomeing him guilty ™ Such s thing
aever was beard of.
Frexcn Covosiat Scave Isosmwite.—The Courrier| Now, with these views of the functions ofa Geaand Jury,
des Etals Unis publishes a leagthy decres of the President | we can form a proper estimate of the finding in the case of
of the French Republic, touching the dis'ribution of the ir:-'];.{,w. supposing that the Picayune bas, by probing the
demnity fund scccorded to the French Uolonists, under the | jury, extracted the teath as respects theis individual opinions.
law of the 30th April, 1849, by which the siaves there were ! It seems that clewen members were of opinion—not thos
enfranchised. The basis of the partition of the indemnity is | Bspana was guiltg==bus that sufficiens evidonce was adduced
upon the following negro population in the Colonies : ta justify them in saying that he shoald be put upon his taial.
For Martinique 74,447 , Guadaloupe 57,037 ; the Re- | Twelve membess were of a c'.m""’ opi-nic:n: that is, that
anion 60,651 ; French Guiana 12,525 ; Secegal 9,300 slaves, | upon 8 heating of but one side, an examination of all the
apd 550 spprentices ; Nossi e and Sainte Marie 3,600 proofs of guill the Government could hrmg‘ before them, the
The partition is made subject to numerous and severe re- | evidence was net only insufficient to establivh bia guilt, but
winctions, which we have neither the (ime to translate mor | W% Not enough to justify them in caliing upon the man to
the space lo inserth. —Norti American. defend Limseif. And yet, with this decision of the case, in a
comiryanity where the excitement tended strongly to produce
a coatrary result, the Picayune and others are diseatisfied, snd
iosist as strongly upon the Consul's guilt now as they did
last summer. Bat the country will be satisfied with the ter-
mination of the affiir. Public opinion will give the abduc-
tion its place among the popular humbugs of the day. And
nothing that the Picayune, Delta, &g, can say, however vo.

this impostant and weighty negotation.—Balt. Patrio!.

The Dry Goods Reporter says and repeats that Mr. Clay
is about 10 introduce a compromise tarifl’ bill, to stand for
twenty years, wherein specific and ad valorom duties are com-
bined. It is not acquainted with the destails, but understands
that L does not propgas to raise the pres:nt seale ¢l doties,
but only Lo substiiute the specifi for the ad valorem where it

Texas will not | #2¢n by a moment’s examination of the dutiss of a Grand | from the-Supreme Court of Iowa.

i ; jastify hi i trial as he | lambia. o
lasive testimony te justify his putting araan upon trial ashe *Oout, affirming. the o e seid CiondeOouns s this -

- WEDNESDAT, hum;;’.:h 185%

No. 3% Bepjamin Rupert vs. Ti y Davise. Appeal

me Courtof Tows. ' Theappillint beving il
‘ed to appear, this appesl was, on-the motion of Mr. Law-
muner, of counsel for the appellees, diamissed with costs,
. No. 105. Eli Clark et al., plaintiffs in error, vs. Manufac- -
turers’ Insurance Company. This couse was sabmitted to
the Court on the record and printed arguments by Mr. Grr-.
LETr for the plaintiffs in error, and M#. Havrr for the defend-
ant. inerror.
No..26. A. L. Mills, plaintiff in error, ve. 8. Stoddard'”
etal.. The argument of this causa-was concluded by Mr. *
Gamaax for the plaintiffin error.
No. 32, J. Cheesman &t ol., plaintiffs in error, va. Thomase
Watwon. This cause was argued by Mr. Binn for the plain-.+
tiffa in error, and submitted on printed arguments by
Wxaarox and Merevita for the-defendant in error.
No. 34. J. M. Reed, plainti;in error, vs. Proprieters- of”
lochs and canals on Merrimack river. The argument of this
cause was commomced by Mr Pamxzn for tha plaintiff in
erzar.

Tauasvar, Janviary 3, 1850.
Lzwis E. Pansons, E¢q., of Alabama, wassadmitted: oz

and camnsellor of tins.Gourt. '

No. 17. H. W. Ladd vs.. 1, B. Ladd et al. _Appeal from

e Circuit Conrt of the United for the District, of Co-
delfe,

Mr. Justice Daxizs., delivered the opinion. of this
cause, with spsie.

No. 195. B. Peale, plaintiff in error, vs. M: Phipps et al.
Mr. Justice MeLzax delivered the opinion ofithi over~
ruling the motion te dismiss this writ of error.

No. 34._J, M. Resd, plaintiff in error, »s. the Proprietors
of Locks and Canals on the Merrimac river. The argument
of this cause was continued by Mr. Panxxnforthe plaintiff
in error, and by Mm Rongwsox for the in errot.
————————

COMMISSION ON CLAIMS AGAINST MEXICO.
Tronsnay, Decexnen 27, 184%

The memorial of Samual Taby, surviving partner of
Thoemas Toby & Brother, of New Orleans, elaiming for sei~
aurs and confeation of the cargo of. the Mexican schoener
Celumbin, in the mouth of the Hjasos, May 1885, by the
Mexican schoonpr Montezuma, was submiled, examiged,
and ordered to be received. J
The Boand thea took up and held for some time undar.con~
sideration. the cases No. 8, (of Benjamin Holbrook, in the
matter of Ship John,) and No. 65, (of John Boldea;) bat,
without coming to any final dacision,

The Board adjourned until 11 A. M. to-morrow.

Farpar, Decrxennz 28, 1840, .

The cases of Holbrook (No. 3) and Belden (No. 85) were
resumed and farther considered ; but, without coming to any
decision thereon,

Tavasoar, Jamvanr 3, 1850,

The memoris! of James ©'Flaberty, master of achooner
Willism A. Turner, claiming for two seizores of his vessel, |
and for imprisonmeut of himself, being once more taken up .
for consideration, together with the proofs and documents
connected therewith, the Board came to an opinion that the
claim is valid, and the same is allowed aee ; the
amount awaanled to be subject to the future action of the Boa

The memorial of Robert J. Clow, of La Vaca, Texas,
claiming for the destruction of his at several mercantile
establishments in Texas by the Mexican invading army in
1838, was submiited ; but its reception for the present suse

i o ciferously, can avertit.

pended.
| " The Board then adjourned until 11 A, M. of Monday negt,

-l L oreg

ing Carp, which has been issued by the Hon, Mr.
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